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AS RS COMPONENT 1 - ISLAM (OPTION B)

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1A 148 16.2 4.8 25 64.8 27.8
1B 144 13.4 6.2 25 53.7 27.1
2A 376 19.1 4.2 25 76.6 70.7
2B 374 17.7 4.1 25 70.8 70.3
3A 76 14.6 5.2 25 58.5 14.3
3B 76 13.9 5.6 25 55.5 14.3
4A 233 17.3 4.5 25 69.3 43.8
4B 230 17.2 4 25 69 43.2
5A 218 17.1 4.2 25 68.5 41
5B 212 15.6 4.5 25 62.5 39.9
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AS RS COMPONENT 1 - ISLAM (OPTION B)

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      25 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  


- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  


- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
4 


16-20 marks 
 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  
 


 
 
3 


11-15 marks 
 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
 
2 


 


6-10 marks 
 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
1 


1-5 marks 
 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


N.B.   A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


          'knowledge in isolation' 


 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   25 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


4 


16-20 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


3 


11-15 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


2 


6-10 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


1 


1-5 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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4. (a) Explain how the Hajj unites the Muslim community. [AO1 25] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant responses should 
be credited. 
 
Several significant features demonstrates how Hajj can unite the Muslim community (ummah).  
 


 First of all, the concept of Hajj as a ‘pillar’ of Islam is common to everyone. It is one of 
the five pillars of Islam that are accepted by all Muslims worldwide. Its date is 
established and Muslims from all over the world visit Makkah at the same time and 
live as a ‘Hajj community’ whilst maintaining ties with Muslims around the globe.  


 The significance of ihram is not just one of purity but also due to the simple white 
clothing also conveys the message of equality and is for the whole community - it is 
symbolic of a physical, mental and spiritual purity and so every Muslim must abstain 
from sex, violence and even any thoughts of such sinful action, thinking only of God 
and goodness. 


 Events and practices throughout the Hajj are common to all and performed together 
as pilgrims – any examples from: 


 all pilgrims touch or kiss the famous black stone; all pilgrims enter the great 
mosque and perform seven circumambulations of the ka’ba; all perform sai (or 
‘sa’y’) walking between the two hills of al-Safa and al-Marwa; all pilgrims take 
some of the zamzam water (a spring that God cause to miraculously appear); all 
pilgrims stand together (wuquf) at Mina to ask Allah for forgiveness; all perform 
the ‘stoning of Satan’ in the valley of Mina. 


This all serves to promote unity. 


 The celebrations of Id ul Adha unite the pilgrims as a microcosmic ummah whilst 
simultaneously it is celebrated by all Muslims worldwide (the macrocosmic ummah). 
Id ul Adha is a public holiday in Muslim countries and so it is for the whole 
community. 


 Self-sacrifice and giving is encouraged which is obviously evidence that suggests it 
has meaning for the whole community. 


 The wider ummah is appreciated through the sacrificing of a sheep, goat or camel 
just as Abraham did and splitting the meat from the sacrifice into thirds for family, 
friends and the poor and so it is for the whole community. 


 It is also obligatory to give money to charity to be used to help poor people buy new 
clothes and food so they too can celebrate Id and so it is for the whole community. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 


 







 


12 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


 (b) 'Hajj is more important for the individual than for the Ummah.’ 
 


 Evaluate this view.  [AO2 25] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant responses should 
be credited. 
 


 It could be suggested that in many ways it is more important as personal journey or 
religious experience for the individual. In support of this one could argue that it is 
classed as above and beyond anything in comparison to other religious experiences 
a Muslim may have. 


 


 In addition, for the individual it is a once-in-a-lifetime experience that cannot be 
duplicated whereas it happens as a community every year. It is also of great personal 
devotional value and one through which a Muslim can become closer to Allah and 
therefore has more meaning for the individual. 


 


 One could argue that it is a community-based practice, however, although it is 
performed in unity, it must be remembered that the Hajj is essentially a personal 
religious journey. It could be argued that it is better seen as one of religious and 
spiritual development for the individual who ultimately benefits the most. It is of great 
personal devotional value and one through which a Muslim can become closer to 
Allah, the ummah and the history of their faith. 


 


 Nonetheless, in support of the statement the purpose of Hajj has many underlining 
and essential features that go beyond the personal experience. It is an act of worship 
and obedience that is supported by the whole ummah worldwide. It is Qur’an based, 
so universal, and follows the example of Muhammad. The commitment and 
willingness to suffer hardship, and the sacrifice of time and money, are shared by all 
those who perform Hajj. In addition, ihram is a collective state of spiritual purity; a 
rejection of the material world, and an embracement of hardship for the sake of Allah 
in anticipation of judgement. Pilgrims stand before Allah united and equal. 


 


 There is also the social focus of concern for the poor. Integral to the distribution of 
the sacrifice is the consideration of the plight of others when offering a third to the 
poor. Indeed, the celebrations involved with Id-ul-Adha at the end of Hajj are not just 
with the rest of the pilgrims but also with the worldwide ummah. 


 


 Another factor in that makes Hajj more than a personal journey is the remembering of 
significant historical events relevant to the Muslim faith. For example, the stories and 
Adam and Eve, Musa and Ibrahim; however, what makes them more than personal is 
the communal ways in which they are remembered by all pilgrims together. 


 
 Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 


substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Sticky Note

A clear introduction which defines Tawhid in simple terms



Sticky Note

Again, clearly written. Expands on introductory paragraph with straightforward and accurate  information. Correct use of omnipotence and omniscience (technical words)







Sticky Note

A confused paragraph: the Shahadah is clearly one of the five pillars



Sticky Note

The last paragraph does not add anything to the argument



Sticky Note

Overall Band 3, 13 marks -  a valid response.



Sticky Note

A simple introduction which agrees with the statement but does not attempt to define the terms of reference for the question, i.e. what is coherent?



Sticky Note

Quickly comes to the heart of one of the issues - good 







Sticky Note

Top of Band 3, 15 marks a satisfactory response.



Sticky Note

Mainly an extension of the argument made in the previous paragraph



Sticky Note

Reasonable conclusion. This answer has potential and is in parts very good but does not hang together well as an argument, so overall obtains the top of Band 3, a satisfactory argument.
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      25 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  


- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  


- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
4 


16-20 marks 
 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  
 


 
 
3 


11-15 marks 
 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
 
2 


 


6-10 marks 
 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
1 


1-5 marks 
 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


N.B.   A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


          'knowledge in isolation' 


 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   25 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


4 


16-20 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


3 


11-15 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


2 


6-10 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


1 


1-5 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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GCE AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


SUMMER 2018 MARK SCHEME 
 


Option B: An Introduction to ISLAM 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1. (a) Explain Islamic teachings about tawhid (oneness). [AO1 25] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant responses should 
be credited. 


 


 Tawhid, the Islamic teaching of the oneness of God. ‘Tawhid’ can be translated as 
‘oneness’ and sometimes as ‘unity’. This is the basis of Muslim faith and the defining 
doctrine of Islam. Tawhid is contained within the first pillar of Islam (the shahadah) 
‘the declaration of faith’ and is what makes a Muslim (one who submits) a Muslim.  


 


 Tawhid is uncompromising monotheism. It clearly states the Islamic teaching that 
Allah is God alone, the ‘One and Only’. Nothing within and beyond this world is 
eternal; Allah is the ‘Eternal’. In the same way an ‘Absolute’, by very definition, can 
only be a singularity. Allah is not subject to a cause nor does Allah give cause from 
Himself as through reproduction or replication. Allah is unique for ‘there is none like 
unto Him’ Sura 112. Language must be used to express God’s attributes but are 
merely symbols and metaphors and cannot do justice to the essence of God. 
Ultimately, God is beyond words and all descriptions.  
 


 The opposite of tawhid is ‘shirk’ (associating partners or equals with God) which is 
the only unforgivable sin. Whilst ‘shirk’ is usually associated as the only unforgivable 
sin, there is a recognition in Islam of the distinction between lesser or minor shirk and 
greater or major shirk. The latter is a deliberate, distinct and clear denial of the unity 
of Allah. The former can be the unintentional hero ‘worship’ of an individual or the 
‘worship’ of materialism.  


 


 In practical terms, for a Muslim this means that by recognising and following the 
teachings associated with tawhid one becomes a true ‘Muslim’: that is, one who 
‘submits’ to the greatness of the one true God Allah. Tawhid, then, directs a person 
immediately to consider worship.  
 


 The doctrine of tawhid inspires awe. In this sense it is very much a practical tool for 
ibadah (worship) not only in the physical act of supplication itself, but also throughout 
the whole of life in and through a Muslim’s daily actions underpinned with the clear 
awareness of Allah’s greatness. 
 


 Candidates may explore further the concept of tawhid in relation to: God as sole 
creator, omnipotent and yet merciful; God as beyond words and descriptions; the 
attributes of God as metaphors and symbols; God as transcendent and imminent. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘Islamic teachings about tawhid are totally coherent.’ 
 


 Evaluate this view.  [AO2 25] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant responses should 
be credited. 
 


 Our first line of reasoning recognises that Islam has an emphasis on ‘absolute’ 
monotheism, but in doing so we can question the coherence of this concept because 
it raises inconsistencies when facing the characteristics of Allah. Tawhid incorporates 
the ideas that Allah is ‘One’, has no partners and is above all, beyond the mundane 
and ultimately transcendent. At the same time Allah is also sole creator, judge, 
merciful and as close to a person as their ‘jugular vein’. Some would say that we 
cannot reconcile these two extremes. 


 


 In support of this line of argument is that if Allah were so far above and beyond this, 
almost like Aristotle’s Prime Mover, then Allah could not be involved with creation as 
contact with this world would contaminate any conceptual purity Allah possesses. 


 


 Further to this would be the line of reasoning that, if this were the case, and Allah is 
beyond the physical realm of existence then, we would or could not know of Allah. 
Some would argue that we can only know things through experience. 


 


 In response, Islam presents angels as ‘intermediaries’ and this explains the 
impossibility of direct divine communication but the possibility of indirect divine 
communication. Some may see this as similar to Plato’s Form of the Good whereby 
the world of forms is merely a shadow of ultimate reality. 


 


 Another line of argument would react by saying the lack of coherence is nothing to do 
with the concept of Allah but rather in our ability to grasp it as humans. As humans 
we are far from perfect and our very nature inherently means our inability to 
comprehend the nature of Allah.  


 


 Another line of argument would react by saying the lack of coherence is, again, 
nothing to do with the concept of Allah but rather in the tools that we have to express 
this, namely the inadequacy and imperfection of words. Once we begin to use the 
mundane to explain the supramundane we are already facing a losing battle. 


 


 A final argument could be to explore the apparent contradiction that Allah has 
absolute transcendence, yet Allah is also immediately close to creation and to 
humanity. Allah is therefore also imminent, hence, closer to humanity than the 
‘jugular vein’. Islam, therefore, has a very important belief about Allah, that, whilst 
maintaining all transcendent attributes, Allah is still very much involved with creation 
(immanent) and close at all times (imminent).  


 


 The teaching of immanence (inherent to, and operating within, creation) still supports 
absolute monotheism. In short, although the divine presence is evident within 
creation, this does not mean that one can have a personal experience of the divine 
because Allah has absolute transcendence. Allah cannot be known personally to 
humanity as this belief would be in danger the gravest of sins, shirk. 


 


 Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 












[25]4. (a)	 Explain	how	the	Hajj	unites	the	Ummah	(Muslim	community).


(b) ‘Hajj is more important for the individual than for the Ummah.’
Evaluate	this	view	with	reference	to	Islam. [25]












Sticky Note

A limited introduction which identifies Hajj in simple terms. Similar to what might be expected at GCSE level.







Sticky Note

The general point about uniting the Ummah is correct,  however it is not well made and this paragraph appears to be about Salah in general with nothing much specific about Hajj.



Sticky Note

Basic description of stoning the pillars which could be further developed - why do pilgrims feel united? Perhaps in sharing their fight against evil as symbolised in stoning the pillars and uniting together in the struggle of good against evil.



Sticky Note

Band 2, 9 marks a limited answer.



Sticky Note

Simple description of tawaf is correct. It would make more sense to begin the essay with tawaf - or place it near the start - as pilgrims perform this first.







Sticky Note

Simple though clear introduction covering importance for the individual, not mentioning the Ummah.



Sticky Note

Argues individuals make effort and it brings them closer to God - along the right lines, but a limited amount of content.



Sticky Note

Hints at alternative argument with 'pray in groups', but does not really explain this well.







Sticky Note

Band 2, 10 marks - a limited answer.



Sticky Note

Repetitive of the basic point made about Hajj helping an individual get closer to God.
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COMPONENT 1 – An Introduction to the Study of Religion
Option B – An Introduction to Islam


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
Part (b)	of	each	question	tests	your	skills	of	analysis	and	evaluation,	with	regards	to	aspects	of	and	
approaches to religion and belief.


1. (a)	 Examine	Islamic	teachings	about	tawhid	(oneness).	 [25]


 (b) ‘Islamic teachings about tawhid are totally coherent.’
	 	 Evaluate	this	view.	 [25]
















 

Sticky Note

Good quotation. Every stage of Hajj mentioned has been made relevant to the wording of the question about how Hajj unites.



 

Sticky Note

A nice conclusion drawing together community and individual benefits



 

Sticky Note

Band 5 21 marks A strong answer which writes compactly and relates every part of the answer to the question set. It could have expanded a little more extensively for higher within Band 5, but nevertheless it is not essential to cover everything to reach this band. 







 

Sticky Note

Greater Jihad used here in the sense of individual struggle to cope with the hardships of Hajj, making it important for the individual.



 

Sticky Note

Impressive interpretation with the importance to the community, Tawaf and the circle idea. Shows individual critical argument. 







 

Sticky Note

Note aspects of critical argument here, taking one side of an argument then the other and reasoning the positions through in discussion.



 

Sticky Note

Band 5 25 marks. An excellent overall account in which a strong, persuasive and critical argument is advanced.











